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Our Learning Goals: 
 

 2-D and 3-D shapes and solids are identified 
by attributes.   

 2-D geometric figures can be put together to 
form new geometric figures.  

 Coins and bills represent money.  

 People work to earn money.  

     

How Can I Help My Student? 
 

Part of students’ mathematical work is to begin to 
observe, describe, compare, and represent the 
shapes they see around them. Therefore, this unit 
emphasizes careful observation, description and 
comparison of 3-D shapes. Students will look for 
shapes in their environment as they work with 
Geoblocks and will find relationships and similarities 
with familiar 2-D shape faces.  
 
Formal vocabulary for 2-D 
and 3-D shapes and solids 
is expected at this level. 
Below are some of the 
words your child will be 
expected to use. 
 
Geometry                         Face 
 Two-dimensional           Three-dimensional 
Rectangular prism           Triangular prism 
Sphere                               Cube 
Cone                                  Cylinder 
 
 
 
 

What Activities Can I Do At Home? 
3-D Shape Hunt 

Shapes are everywhere. Talk with your child 
about the shapes you see every day. Together, 
you can look at everything from the shapes of 
buildings in your neighborhood to the shapes of 
boxes and cans in the supermarket. For example, 
“Look at that part of the building that is shaped 
like a trapezoid.” At other times, you can ask your 
child to look for specific shapes: “See how many 
cylinders you can find while we’re at the grocery 
store.” 

 

Draw a Building 

Our class is practicing ways to draw 3-D shapes so 
that they look like they “pop” off the paper. 
There are many ways to do this. Ask your child to 
choose a familiar building—perhaps your house 
or one that you can see from a window. Talk 
about the building’s shapes and then ask your 
child to draw and label the building in a way that 
makes sense to them. Some children like to draw 
the building from different perspectives, or 
points of view. Others like to use dotted lines to 
show what is not visible from the front. 

 

Building with Shapes   

Gather 3-D building blocks, construction toys, or 
empty boxes and cans that your child can use to 
build. Children can try to build particular 
buildings or even their whole neighborhood. Talk 
about shapes while they are working. “What 
would you call the shape you used for the first 
floor of the bank? What shape(s) will you use for 

the roof?” 

Summer Activities – One of the biggest ideas 
that all second graders will need to begin the year 
successfully is a solid grasp of using their basic facts 
to add and subtract within 20, including making 10 
and decomposing a number leading to a 10. The 
following activities will help solidify that concept 
over the summer.  

Say the Ten Fact – Hold up a ten-frame card and 
have your child say the “ten fact”. For a card with 7 
dots, the response is “seven and three is ten”. Later, 
with a blank ten-frame drawn on paper, say a 
number less than 10. Children start with that 
number and complete the “ten fact”. If you say, 
“four”, they say, “four plus six is ten”.  

A Plus Five Machine – Use a calculator to practice 
adding five. Enter +  5  =. Next enter any number 
and say the sum of that number plus 5 before 
pressing the = sign again. Continue with other 
numbers. If a ten-frame is available, the potential 
for strengthening 
the 5 and10 
relationship is 
heightened.  

 

Math and Literature You can find the following 
books in your local library and read them together. 

Barton, Byron. Building a House. 

Cooper, Jason. Skyscrapers: Man-Made Wonders. 

Dorros, Arthur. This Is My House. 

Morris. Ann. Houses and Homes. 

Falwell, Cathryn. Shape Space 

Rav, Dana Meachen. A Box Can Be Many Things. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis. Block City.



  


